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economic impact on a substantial 
number of small entities. Information on 
the number of small businesses 
manufacturing relevant equipment or 
vehicles currently sold in the United 
States, by product category, is presented 
below. 

1. Passenger cars and light trucks, 
including vans, SUV’s and pickups. 
There are 16 major manufacturers of 
passenger cars and light trucks, 
including vans, SUV’s and pickups sold 
in the United States. All are large 
businesses by the definition of having 
more than 1,000 employees. In addition, 
NHTSA knows of four small 
manufacturers of (complete) motor 
vehicles in the United States accounting 
for less than 1 percent of U.S. 
production, and in addition, several 
hundred small enterprises that modified 
or completed unfinished vehicles, of 
which many were van converters. 

2. Medium and heavy trucks. NHTSA 
believes there are 12 manufacturers of 
medium and heavy trucks sold in the 
United States. All are large businesses 
with more than 1,000 employees. 

3. Buses. NHTSA believes there are 19 
bus manufacturers, of which 14 are 
small manufacturers with less than 
1,000 employees. 

4. Motorcycles. Based on docket 
comments, there are 12 motorcycle or 
moped manufacturers. We identified 2 
motorcycle manufacturers as small 
businesses with less than 500 
employees. 

5. Trailers. We estimate that there are 
8 large trailer manufacturers and 
hundreds of small businesses that 
manufacture trailers (boat trailers, U-
haul type trailers, horse trailers, 
landscape, tree, and yard care 
equipment trailers, motorcycle/all-
terrain vehicle trailers, cars-in tow 
trailers, and work-performing 
equipment trailers, e.g., compressors, 
signs, lights/generators, leaf collecting/
mulch, roof and road tar heating).

6. Tires. NHTSA believes there are 10 
tire manufacturers, which are all large 
businesses. The International Tire and 
Rubber Association website indicates 
that there are approximately 1,126 
retread tire plants in the United States, 
of which approximately 95 percent are 
owned/operated by small businesses 
with less than 500 employees. 

7. Child restraint systems. Available 
information on child restraint system 
manufacturers yields a total of 10 
independent enterprises, of which 3 
have less than 500 employees and 
qualify as small businesses. 

8. Manufacturers of original 
equipment and manufacturers of 
replacement equipment other than child 
restraint systems and tires. While there 

are many manufacturers of original and 
replacement equipment (other than 
manufacturers of child restraint systems 
and tires) that are small businesses, 
these manufacturers will have a 
reporting obligation under this 
regulation limited to incidents of death 
involving their products. These are 
expected to be rare. Thus, this rule will 
have only a slight impact on these 
manufacturers. 

The agency has decided to limit the 
impact on small businesses by 
excluding from most of the reporting 
requirements any vehicle manufacturer 
that produces fewer than 500 vehicles a 
year, by category of vehicle. This 
exclusion will apply to many of the 
small businesses discussed above. We 
will also exclude registered importers 
(the vehicles imported by registered 
importers generally comprise a mixed 
fleet fabricated by more than a single 
company). However, these smaller-
volume manufacturers will not be 
exempt from the requirements to report 
to us claims submitted against them for 
death, and to report notices of fatalities 
that are alleged or proven to have been 
caused by possible defects in their 
vehicles in the United States. We 
suspect there will be very few reports 
per year from manufacturers that 
produce fewer than 500 vehicles per 
year. 

Executive Order 13132 (Federalism). 
Executive Order 13132 on ‘‘Federalism’’ 
requires us to develop an accountable 
process to ensure ‘‘meaningful and 
timely input by State and local officials 
in the development of ‘‘regulatory 
policies that have federalism 
implications.’’ The Executive Order 
defines this phrase to include 
regulations ‘‘that have substantial direct 
effects on the States, on the relationship 
between the national government and 
the States, or on the distribution of 
power and responsibilities among the 
various levels of government.’’ The 
agency has analyzed this final rule in 
accordance with the principles and 
criteria set forth in Executive Order 
13132 and has determined that it will 
not have sufficient federalism 
implications to warrant consultation 
with State and local officials or the 
preparation of a federalism summary 
impact statement. This final rule 
regulates the manufacturers of motor 
vehicles and motor vehicle equipment 
and will not have substantial direct 
effect on the States, on the relationship 
between the national government and 
the States, or on the distribution of 
power and responsibilities among the 
various levels of government, as 
specified in Executive Order 13132. 

Civil Justice Reform. This final rule 
will not have a retroactive or 
preemptive effect, and judicial review of 
it may be obtained pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
702. That section does not require that 
a petition for reconsideration be filed 
prior to seeking judicial review. 

Paperwork Reduction Act. The final 
rule requires manufacturers of motor 
vehicles and motor vehicle equipment 
to report information and data to 
NHTSA periodically. While we have not 
adopted a standardized form for 
reporting information, we will be 
requiring manufacturers to submit 
information utilizing specified 
templates. The provisions of this rule, 
including document retention 
provisions, are considered to be 
information collection requirements, as 
that term is defined by the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) in 5 
CFR Part 1320. We have requested and 
received emergency clearance from 
OMB for the information collection 
required by this rule. The clearance 
number is 2127–0616, expiration date 
September 30, 2002. To obtain a three-
year clearance for information 
collection, we published a Paperwork 
Reduction Act notice on June 25, 2002 
(67 FR 42843) pursuant to the 
requirements of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act (44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.). 
Comments are due by August 26, 2002. 
We request that comments relating to 
the Paperwork Reduction Act be 
directed to that notice. 

Data Quality Guidelines 
The information that NHTSA is 

mandated to collect may be made 
available to the public via the agency’s 
website. The distribution of such data 
via the agency’s website may constitute 
‘‘information dissemination’’ as that 
term is defined under the Guidelines for 
Ensuring and Maximizing the Quality, 
Objectivity, Utility, and Integrity of 
Information Disseminated by Federal 
Agencies (‘‘Information Quality 
Guidelines’’) issued by the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) (67 FR 
8452, Feb. 22, 2002) and prepared, in 
draft form, by the Department of 
Transportation (DOT) (67 FR 21319, 
Apr. 30. 2002). DOT’s final Guidelines 
will be issued by October 1, 2002. 

If a determination were made that the 
public distribution of the early warning 
data constituted information 
dissemination and was, therefore, 
subject to the OMB/DOT Information 
Quality Guidelines, then the agency 
would review the information prior to 
distribution to ascertain its utility, 
objectivity, and integrity (collectively, 
‘‘quality’’). Under the Guidelines, any 
affected person who believed that the 
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